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Big Picture: The Federal Health IT Strategic Plan & 
the Interoperability Vision for the Future

Federal Health IT Strategic Plan

Goal 4
Objective A:

Implement the Shared Nationwide 
Interoperability Roadmap
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Roadmap’s Overarching Goals

• 2015-2017: Send, receive, find and use priority data domains to 

improve health care quality and outcomes.

• 2018-2020: Expand data sources and users in the interoperable 

health IT ecosystem to improve health and lower cost.

• 2021-2024: Achieve nationwide interoperability to enable a 

learning health system, with the person at the center of a 

system that can continuously improve care, public health, and 

science through real-time data access.
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Structure of the Roadmap
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The Office of Standards and Technology’s Work – Overall

• Three primary activities:

» Administer ONC Health IT 

Certification Program

» Coordinate ONC’s 

standards and technology 

activities through the 

ONC Tech Lab

» Management support for 

the Federal Health 

Architecture

• Actively manage:

» ONC Tech Lab confluence 
collaboration spaces 

» Interoperability Standards 
Advisory

» Interoperability Proving 
Ground

» Standards Implementation 
and Testing Environment

» Certified Health IT Product 
List (as part of ONC HIT 
Certification Program)
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ONC Health IT Certification Program

• Ongoing guidance/collaboration with accreditors (ANSI & NVLAP)

• Ongoing oversight and support to ONC-ACBs1 and ONC-ATLs2

• Simultaneous support for 2014 Edition and 2015 Edition testing, 
certification, post-certification surveillance 

• Manage certification mailbox for incoming questions from the field & JIRA 
for ATLs/ACB

• 2015 Edition includes continuous maintenance of:

» 60+ Certification Companion Guides

» 60+ Test Procedures

» 6+ Electronic test tools

• Implementation of ONC certification regulations

• Operate the Certified Health IT Product List (CHPL)
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• High Impact Pilots

• Standard 

Exploration Awards

• Interoperable Med 

List Proof of 

Concept

• Interoperability 

Proving Ground

• DAF Pilots (PCOR)

• ISA

• HL7 Co-op Agreement

• NCPDP Co-op 
Agreement

• Clinical Quality 
Framework (CQF)

• Data Access 
Framework (DAF)

• PDMP & Health IT 
Integration (PDMP)

• Structured Data 
Capture (SDC)

• eLTSS

• FHIR Medications

• FHIR Genomics

• 360x closed loop 
referrals

• Pt Matching/HEART

• Healthcare Directory 
TLC

• EU-US cooperation

• SITE

• 2015 Edition 

Testing

• C-CDA Scorecard

• Argonaut 

participation/FHIR

• Cypress CQM 

testing 

Coordination 

• Interagency 

coordination (CDC 

& NIST)

• Challenge 

administration 

• App Discovery Site 

Co-op Agreement

• EU-US cooperation



Interoperability Standards Advisory
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Testing Utilities: C-CDA Scorecard          www.healthit.gov/scorecard 
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Innovative investments in FHIR-based work

• Consisted of 2 challenges totaling $350,000 

and 1 funding opportunity of $275,000. 

• Together these efforts collectively:

» Support the growing health IT app market.

» Promote innovation focused on person-centered health and user experience (UX). 

» Drive us toward health technology that delivers the right information, at the right time for 

patients and providers. 

The Consumer Health Data 

Aggregator challenge –

awarded proven technologies 

that make it easier for 

consumers to access their 

health information. 

https://www.challenge.gov/ch

allenge/consumer-health-

data-aggregator-challenge/
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The Provider UX challenge –

aimed to customize provider 

experience through the use of 

plug-and-play apps that meet 

the needs of providers as they 

deliver care. 

https://www.challenge.gov/ch

allenge/provider-user-

experience-challenge/

The Discovery Infrastructure 

for Clinical Health IT Apps –

cooperative agreement with 

Boston Children’s Hospital that 

increases transparency, 

competition and information 

sharing around substitutable 

apps that leverage open, 

standardized APIs to integrate 

with providers’ EHRs. 

https://www.challenge.gov/challenge/consumer-health-data-aggregator-challenge/
https://www.challenge.gov/challenge/provider-user-experience-challenge/


Move Health Data Forward Challenge

• Create an application programming 

interface (API) solutions that uses the 

implementation specifications created by 

the HEART Workgroup (Heart WG) 

• Allow people to securely authorize the 

movement of their health data to 

destinations they choose.

• The HEART WG has created a set of 

privacy and security specifications using 

the following open standards:

» OAUTH 2.0,

» OpenID Connect, and

» User Managed Access(UMA). 

• This multi-phased approach allows 

participants to assemble, implement and 

test their Solutions.

• Three phases with $250,000 in total awards.

• Phase II winners will be announced 

approximately Feb 23, 2017.

• https://www.challenge.gov/challenge/move

-health-data-forward-challenge/
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http://openid.net/wg/heart/
http://openid.net/wg/heart/
http://oauth.net/2/
http://openid.net/developers/specs/
https://docs.kantarainitiative.org/uma/draft-uma-core.html
https://www.challenge.gov/challenge/move-health-data-forward-challenge/


Improve Information Flow for Patients and Providers – HIP and SEA Awards

• 2 Cooperative Agreement Programs with $1.5 Million in total Awards 

» High Impact Pilots – 4 awards

» Standards Exploration Awards – 3 awards

• Advance the use of common standards to improve: 

comprehensive medication management, laboratory 

data exchange, and care coordination.

• Winning selections were based on: ability to address health IT 

challenges, scalability, potential impact, technical approach, 

innovation, creativity, unlock health data and potential of 

improving health.

• Awardees are expected to report results September 15, 2017
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HIP & SEA 
Funding Opportunity Announcement Framework
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Priority 
Category

Sub 
Category

Impact Dimensions

Practice 
Efficiency

Safety P&S
Clinical 
Quality

Patient 
Experience

Cost 
Efficiency

Interoperable 
Exchange

Comprehensive 
Medication 

Management

Drug Cost 
at Care

SEA

Opioid

Laboratory Data 
Exchange

Full-Loop 
Labs

Care 
Coordination

Care Plan

Closed-
Loop 

Referral
HIP HIP HIP

Self-Identified N/A

Award Requirements

HIP Awardees need to address 3 out of 7 Dimensions ($100K-500K/award)

SEA Awardees need to address 1 out of 7 Dimensions ($50K-100K/award)

Must first look to using standards in Interoperability Standards Advisory

Must complete pilot within 12 months



The Interoperability Proving Ground

• A single place to find HIT Interoperability projects.

• Maximize opportunities for collaboration, cooperation, and communication. 

• Fostering a vibrant and innovative health IT ecosystem.

• If anyone has HIT interoperability pilots taking place, please list them here: 

https://www.healthit.gov/techlab/ipg/
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https://www.healthit.gov/techlab/ipg/


The Interoperability Proving Ground               https://www.healthit.gov/techlab/ipg/
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Stay Connected, Communicate, and  Collaborate

Browse the ONC website at:  HealthIT.gov

click the “Like” button to add us to your network 

Signup for email updates: 
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/

USHHSONC/subscriber/new?

Visit the Health IT Dashboard: dashboard.healthit.gov

Request a speaker at: healthit.gov/requestspeaker

Subscribe, watch, and share:

Contact us at: onc.request@hhs.gov
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@ONC_HealthIT

HHSONC

HHS Office of the 
National Coordinator

Health IT and 
Electronic Health Record

http://www.healthit.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USHHSONC/subscriber/new?
http://dashboard.healthit.gov/
http://www.healthit.gov/requestspeaker
mailto:onc.request@hhs.gov
http://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
https://twitter.com/ONC_HealthIT
http://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
https://plus.google.com/115897569896631074599/about
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Health-IT-Electronic-Health-Records-3993178?home=&gid=3993178&trk=anet_ug_hm


@ONC_HealthIT @HHSONC


